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March Newsletter
12 Point Plan for a New Administration
Special Dates
•March 2—

Volunteer mtg.
3:30-4:30pm

•April 1-30 -

SAAM

•April 1-30 –

As a new administration is installed in the White House, many advocacy groups
will be taking this opportunity to advance their agendas. One such organization,
RAINN—Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network, provides information, support,
education and advocacy for those affected by sexual violence across the US,
and is the nation’s largest anti-sexual violence organization. Drawing upon their
wealth of experience and knowledge of sexual violence, RAINN has reached out
to the new administration with 12 policy recommendations. Here is a summary
of several of those requests:

•

Eliminate the rape kit backlog—There currently are hundreds of thousands
of untested kits sitting in police stations and crime labs. RAINN supports a
$1 billion infusion in addition to currently allocated funds to eliminate the
rape kit backlog.

•

Increase protections for children from sexual abuse and exploitation - With
increased time at home due to the pandemic, children are faced with a
heightened risk of abuse from family members; more time spent on the
internet has also left youth more vulnerable to online sexual exploitation.
RAINN recommends the Biden-Harris administration establish a czar to
oversee a new White House Office on Child Exploitation and Abuse, and
declare the abuse and exploitation of children a national emergency.

•

Increase the availability of sexual assault forensic nurses - These vital
medical personnel provide trauma-informed support, medical care, and
preservation of DNA evidence for survivors of sexual assault. Many areas,
(including ours), lack these services, forcing survivors to drive great
distances to obtain services. RAINN urges the Biden administration to urge
Congress to establish centers of excellence for sexual assault nurse
training programs throughout the US.

•

Prioritize trauma-informed training for law enforcement - Victims of sexual
violence have the right to a trauma-informed and respectful response by
law enforcement if they choose to report an assault. Victim cooperation is
the strongest predictor of arrest in sexual assault investigations. RAINN
recommends the establishment of a grant program to incentivize states to
revise training to include trauma-informed victim interview training for all
law enforcement officers.

•

Reauthorize VAWA—Violence Against Women Act - Originally enacted in
1994, VAWA provides funding toward the investigation and prosecution of
violent crimes against women. The act has been reauthorized 3 times since
then, with an expansion of protections each time. RAINN recommends that
the administration helps to pass the reauthorization of VAWA which will
expand certain protections to victims of sexual violence.

CAPM

Current Needs
• Children’s

Tylenol &
cough syrup

• Laundry

detergent

• Twin size
blankets

• Paper

towels

We thank RAINN for being such strong advocates for clients like ours.
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Survivor Story
Cameron Esposito
“Rape Jokes” seems like an odd title for a comedy routine, doesn’t it? But Cameron
Esposito, an actress and comedian known for her tv show, Take My Wife, and other
lesbian content creations, has developed an hour-long comedy routine with just that
title.
As you might expect, Esposito has a personal reason for addressing this topic in her
routine, as she was sexually assaulted while in college. In her comedy routine, she shares that her
upbringing in a strict Catholic family, with very little education about sexual matters, compounded by
her realization that she is gay, all had the effect of making her unaware of how to appropriately interact
with men. There was a young man who gave her a lot of attention throughout their years at college; the
only way Esposito knew to deal with this uncomfortable attention was to consume alcohol when she
was with him. After one such evening of drinking Esposito was intoxicated to the point of being
incapacitated, and was assaulted by this man. Her memory of that evening is fragmented, but has left
her with trauma that she still is learning to cope with.
Esposito made a deliberate decision to create this routine because she wants the national
conversation around sexual assault to include the voices of survivors; she feels that we hear a lot
about the perpetrators and the justice they faced, but feels that the focus needs to be on the survivors
and the stories of their journeys. Esposito skillfully balances the humorous with the poignant as she
brings the issue of sexual assault to the forefront.
With a desire to support survivors, Esposito has made Rape Jokes available on her site for no cost, but
encourages folks to donate to RAINN, which has currently received over $100,000 from this effort.

Around the Shelter
Our bulletin board
February is the time for love, valentines,
and vaccines! As we all struggle with
how to keep the Covid pandemic under
control, vaccines are becoming more
available. Unfortunately , there is a lot
of misinformation out there. Last
month’s bulletin board helped to
dispel some of those myths.

PAGE 3

MARCH NEWSLETTER

Introducing our Board
Last month we introduced our amazing staff to folks, so let’s do the same for our wonderful board of
directors this month! You may recognize some of these faces, but might not have known that they
devote time in service to Response. Our board members definitely are the unsung heroes of our
organization; they are the behind-the-scenes folks who allow us to do the work we do!

Judy Beavers
President

John Coffman
Board
Member

Rhonda Lively
Vice President

Whitney Mauck
Board Member

Ardie Wykoff
Treasurer

Brenda Rosenberger
Board Member

Marsha Cooper
Secretary

Tim Carter
Board Member

Skyler Sharp
Board Member

Becky Wood
Board
Member

Upcoming Events
April is SAAM and CAPM
We certainly use a lot of acronyms in our language nowadays, and the
DV/SV (see?) world is no exception! The domestic and sexual violence
arena has a number of awareness months associated with it, and it just so
happens that two of them are recognized in the month of April. Just
thought we would give you a heads up so that you can keep an eye out for
our announcements of events.
SAAM - Sexual Assault Awareness Month - is observed throughout the month of April. Have you ever
really strolled by the Chamber of Commerce office in Woodstock and looked at the front windows?
Well check it out in April to see our display promoting awareness of the issue of sexual assault. Also
keep an eye on social media for relevant posts during April.
CAPM - Child Abuse Prevention Month - is also an awareness month recognized by Response. In
addition to social media posts, we will be “planting” pinwheel gardens in
Strasburg, Woodstock, and New Market, starting the last few days of March; so
look for our announcements and come on out to be a part of our effort to spread
awareness of the problem of child abuse in our community.

